Borough Council Meeting Minutes
May 11th, 2026
Municipal Building Council Chambers
The Council meeting opened at 4:30 PM with Borough Council President Matt Moore presiding. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. Prayer was recited by Lisa Knudson.

ROLL CALL 
Matt Moore, Robert Barlett, Scott Gutshall, Larry “Heavy” Searer, Lisa Knudson, Jacob “Jake” Flood and Jim Steele were present. Mayor Deb Bargo and Police Chief Dave Clemens were present.  

AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL AGENDA
None

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

CONSENT AGENDA
The following are routine, procedural, and informational non-controversial items and do not appear to require discussion or explanation prior to the Council’s action. These items will be acted upon by one motion unless any member of Council desires to move an item to the Regular Agenda for further discussion. 
a. Approval of Council Meeting Minutes: April 13, 2026  
b. Approval of Schedule of Bill’s: April 2026 
c. Approval of Tax Collector’s Report: N/A 
d. Approval of Department Reports: April 2026 
 
On a motion made by Heavy Searer and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council by roll call voted to approve Consent Agenda items a, b, c, and d.  
ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea


COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MEETING MINUTES

A. Fire Chief  
None

B. FAME EMS Chief Report
1. Mike Coldren stated there were 655 calls out with 222 of them in the Borough. Mike presented their new Heart Monitors to Council.

C.  Mayors Report
1. Mayor Deb Bargo stated she received a request from the 4 Mifflin County Track Athletes regarding state title signs being made and placed within the Borough honoring them. President Matt Moore recommended Mayor Deb Bargo work with the Streets Committee to help with the location to place the signs.  

D. Police Chief Report 
1. Police Chief Dave Clemens states there were 319 calls of service for April. 66 traffic, 17 non-traffic, 13 crashes and 8 DUI arrests. Police Chief Dave Clemens also spoke on the Paul Miller’s Law that posted regarding hand free cell phone use while driving and that this will start being enforced beyond warnings on June 6, 2026. 

E. Borough Solicitor 
None

F. Treasurer Report 
1. Interim Treasurer Jim Fosselman states he’s having trouble with Bank Reconciliations due to the Auditors giving numbers for journal entries that he will further investigate. Jim Fossleman briefed on the Borough’s expenses and revenues. Councilman Scott Gutshall requested Jim to send out the delinquency reports. 

G. Borough Manager Report 
1. Borough Manager Julie Brooks received a notice about Aerial Spring activity which includes Helicopters over Juniata for black flies and mosquitos. Julie also speaks on the notice of training by the Fire Academy on control burning that will be happening on May 30th and May 31st. Julie states that it’s pothole season and if anyone finds areas that need patching attention to let her know. Julie briefs on the stormwater repair performed on South Main Street. Julie stated that the Bridge Project finished as well. Councilman Heavy Searer asked about the Intersection at Walnut Street and if it has been looked at for repairing. Jim Fossleman mentions that PennDOT was doing some work in areas. Councilman Scott Gutshall asked for an update for the public to stay informed on the Digestor. Julie states that it is repaired and ready to be filled. EADS was to be onsite for the fill. Tom did not show but Seth was present. Julie stated the fill process will take several weeks, and she will provide more information on it later. 

COMMUNICATIONS

President Matt Moore discusses a letter that was sent out from Eagle Scouts for Brady Basom. He is building projects for Heritage Fire Company and is seeking from Council a donation of paint to help get the project finished. Bob Barlett mentions the line painting across from the Heritage Fire Company that needs done and to see if Brady would assist in helping complete that as well.

On a motion made by Heavy Searer and seconded by Bob Barlett, Council by roll call voted to approve getting Brady Basom the supplies needed to complete the painting project.  



ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea


NEW BUSINESS

a. Approval of Handicap Application for 140 Valley Street

On a motion made by Jim Steele and seconded by Scott Gutshall, Council by roll call voted to approve the handicap space at 140 Valley Street.

ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea

b. Approval of Community Center Rate Reduction for 8/23/2026 of $250 verse $675 for the Mifflin County Soccer Club Youth Photos. 

Bob Barlett states about in the past the floors being scuffed by cleats. Discussion was made to not allow cleats unless protectors are worn. Scott Gutshall states that we should be across the board on the non-profit rate reductions at a set price and that this needs to be discussed and finished on the Facility Use Forms through the Law and Ordinance Committee. Julie Brooks recommends we have all rate reductions go through the committee. 

c. Approval of Community Center Rental waived fee or rate reduction of $200 verse $675 for St Vincent De Paul Church yard sale.

On a motion made by Bob Barlett and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council by roll call voted to approve the rate reduction for Mifflin County Soccer Club Youth Photos at the Community Center under conditions of cleat protectors and insurance provided as well as the rate reduction for St Vincent De Paul ‘s yard sale and insurance provided set at the price of $250 for both events.  

ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea

d. Approval of Facility Use Street Closure fee waived or any reduction at all off the total cost of $45 on 6/27/26, rain date of 6/28/26 for the Lewistown Community Band Let Freedom Ring Concert. 

On a motion made by Scott Gutshall and seconded by Bob Barlett, Council by roll call voted to approve the fee waive for Lewistown Community Bands Let Freedom Ring Concert.

ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea


e. Recommend approval from Streets Committee to remove 1 to 2 parking spaces at 45 Valley Street.

On a motion made by Jim Steele and seconded by Jacob Flood, Council by roll call voted to approve the removal of 1 to 2 parking spaces at 45 Valley Street.

ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Nay
						Scott Gutshall			Nay
						Matt Moore				Nay
						Jim Steele				Yea

f. Approval of Facility Use Rec Park Pavilion fees waived for the summer reading program on 7/22/26.

On a motion made by Scott Gutshall and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council by roll call voted to approve the fee waive for the summer reading program. 

ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea

g. Approval of Facility Use Rec Park Pavilion fees waived for Bethel AME Church backyard bible club.

On a motion made by Jim Steele and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council by roll call voted to approve the fee waive for Bethel AME Church backyard bible club. 

ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea

h. Recommend approval from Streets Committee the curb cut request at 217 South Main Street.


On a motion made by Jacob Flood and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council by roll call voted to approve the curb cut request at 217 South Main Street. 

ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea



i. Recommend approval from Law and Ordinance Committee to have Solicitor stop reviewing long-term sports field lease. 

On a motion made by Jim Steele and seconded by Scott Gutshall, Council unanimously voted to stop the reviewing of long-term sports field lease.

PUBLIC COMMENT (Non-Agenda Items)
Ambulance at concert. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. Request for repair to Wastewater Treatment Plant primary clarifier tank repair for $56,600 specialty service.

On a motion made by Scott Gutshall and seconded by Jim Steele, Council by roll call voted to approve the curb cut request at 217 South Main Street. 

ROLL CALL

						Lisa Knudson			Yea
						Bob Barlett				Yea
						Jacob Flood				Yea
						Heavy Searer			Yea
						Scott Gutshall			Yea
						Matt Moore				Yea
						Jim Steele				Yea

b. Discussion of insurance claim for Community Center submitted to Selective on 5/7/26. 

c. Note that Fire AD HOC Committee Meetings days have changed to May 18th, August 17th and November 18th. 


EXECTUTIVE SESSION

Council went into executive session at 5:12pm to discuss legal and personnel. 
Council came out of executive session at 5:49pm.

AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL AGENDA

j. Grant Funding
k. Approval of hiring Chris Hatter for the refuse position
l. Rec Park Baseball Field sub-leasing 
m. Authorize Borough Manager to work with the Mayor to enforce ticketing and budgeting

On a motion made by Heavy Searer and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council by unanimous vote added j, k, l and m to the Council Agenda. 

	j. Grant Funding 

On a motion made by Scott Gutshall and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council voted unanimously 

	k. Approval of hiring Chris Hatter for the refuse position

On a motion made by Scott Gutshall and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council voted unanimously to hire Chris Hatter for the refuse position. 

	l. Rec Park Baseball Field sub-leasing

On a motion made by Jim Steele and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council voted unanimously that the Rec Park Baseball Fields are active to the lease holder through the Borough of Lewistown and that there is no sub-leasing allowed to third parties. 

m. Authorize Borough Manager to work with the Mayor to enforce ticketing and the Budget

On a motion made by Heavy Searer and seconded by Bob Barlett, Council voted unanimously to have the Borough Manager and Mayor work together in enforcing ticketing and budgeting.

On a motion made by Heavy Searer and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting was adjourned by Matt Moore at 6:06pm.   
 
 
___________________________________________ 
(Vice) President, Lewistown Borough Council  
(Seal)  
 
 
ATTEST: _____________________________________    
(Asst.) Borough Secretary 






















