
Borough CounciI Meeting Minutes

Aprit 13th,2026

Municipal Buitding Gouncil Chambers

*CDBG Pubtic Hearing*

The Councit meeting opened aL4:32 PM with Borough CounciI President Matt Moore

presiding. The Pl.edge of Al,tegiance was recited by att present. Prayer was recited by Lisa

Knudson.

ROLL CALL

Matt Moore, Robert Bartett, Scott Gutshatl, Larry "Heavy" Searer, Lisa Knudson, Jacob

")ake" Fl.ood and Jim Steete were present. Mayor Deb Bargo, Potice Chief Dave Ctemens

and Fire Chief Bob Dougl.as were present.

Borough Manager Jutie Brooks led the meeting with an introduction of hersetf to the Publ.ic

AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL AGENDA

n. Approvat of Griffith & Robinson Sub-Division P[ans

On a motion made by lim Steele and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council
unanimouslyvoted to add to the agenda n.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

CONSENT AGENDA

The fotl,owing are routine, procedurat, and informationat non-controversiaI items

and do not appear to require discussion or explanation prior to the Councit's action

These items wiLl. be acted upon by one motion untess any member of Counci[

desires to move an item to the Regutar Agenda for further discussion.

a. Approval of Council Meeting Minutes: March 9,2026



b. ApprovaL of Schedute of Bit['s: March 2026
c. Approva[ of Tax Cottector's Report: N/A
d. Approva[ of Department Reports: March 2026

On a motion made by Jim Steele and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council
hy unanimous vote approved Consent Agenda items a, b, c, and d.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Fire Chief
1. Chief Dougl.as stated that in March Company 14 respondedto24 atarms

and Comp any 32 responded to 19 atarms. Chief Dougl,as reported that he

gave President Moore and Borough Manager Brooks a copy of the bitt for

repairs on the Fire Truck door hitting the buitding in the amount of

$13,425 pl.us a $t,OOO deductibte totating $14,425. once the truck gets

ctoser to being finished on repairs Chief Dougtas witt give the insurance

check to Heritage to deposit and the Borough witt be reimbursed $1 3,425.

Chief atso presented a bitt for the additional cost of a handrait to be

instal,l.ed on the turntabl,e due to a safety issue in the amount of $377.14.
He is requesting $1 ,377.14 for the deductibte and handraiI instattation.

On a motion made by tim Stee[e and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council
by unanimous vote approved the request of $1,377.14 for the deductible
a nd ha nd rait i nstallation.

B. FAME EMS Chief Report

1. Mike Cotdren reported in March there were720 catts and 245were in the

Borough of Lewistown.

G. Mayor Report
1. Mayor Deb Bargo presented the 1't Quarter 2026 marriage fees totaLing

$SO. fVayor Bargo reminded everyone about the Juniata Mifftin County

Borough Association dinner on 4115126 at 6:00PM [ocated at the Rec

Center. Mayor Bargo thanked everyone who hetped with the new police

buitding.



D. Pol.ice Chief Report

1. Chief Dave Ctemens stated that there were 330 calts of service in March

2026,39 traffic, 1 9 non-traffic and 12 DUl. Chief Ctemens stated the

Narcotics lnvestigator has 3 active investigations, 8 new and 7

unrecovered buys. Borough Potice al.so did a joint detait with the drug task

force and made an additiona[ 6 fetony arrests.

E. Treasurer Report

1. Acting Treasurer Jim Fossetman gave a report on monies reconcited with

bank accounts.

F. Borough Soticitor
None

G. Borough Manager

1. Borough Manager Julie Brooks stated she's been working on

administrative tasks with getting things in order as we[[ as working on

WWTP issue with the digestor and its progress. Julie atso stated there are

repairs happening on the streets, community center and poot.

COMMUNICATIONS

a. President Moore confirms the street ctosure for sewer repairs on 37

Chestnut Street to be expected to ctose the bl.ock Tuesday Aprit 14th onty.

b. President Moore addressed the request for removal.of 1-2 parking spaces

and 45 Vattey Street. Katelyn gave an update on this and Council

suggested this gets moved to the streets committee.

NEW BUSINESS

a. St. Johns Church No ParkingAnytime Request. Streets Committee
recommended the sign be p[aced due to safety.

On a motion made by Bob Barlett and seconded by Scott Gutshall,

Council by unanimous vote approved the request of the St iohns Church

N o Pa rki ng Anyti me sign.



b. Mr. Lettiere discussed the detaits and proposal for the traiL project from
the county pl,anning department. The ptan inctudes starting at Stone Arch

Bridge and ending at Victory Park. The county pl.anning department is

Looking to use a portion of the WWTP property for a parking Lot for the
trait. Mayor Deb Bargo had concerns with interrupting function of the bal.t

fiel,ds. Lisa Knudson atso addressed concerns with future expansion of
the V/WTP and how the trai[ might interfere. Borough Manager Jutie

Brooks stated that she had an estimate of what it woul.d cost the Borough
to maintain the traiLs totaLing around $15,000. Mr. Lettiere stated that the
county woutd be wil.Ling to cover the cost of the traiI maintenance. he

woutd tike to revisit this discussion with Council later after he is abte to
speak with the softbatL teams that use those fieLds.

c. Borough Manager Jutie Brooks went over the approval of committee
meeting schedute. Finance fo[towed by personnet at 4:30PM, Law &

Ordinance fottowed by Streets at 3:30PM, Rec Board and Fire Ad HOC did
not change.

On a motion made by Scott Gutshall and seconded by Lisa Knudson,

Council by unanimous vote approved the committee meetingschedute.

d. Approval of paying EADS current bitting pending updated bitts with
detai[ed breakdowns. Borough Manager Jutie Brooks stated she woutd
send CounciI the information needed for approvat.

e. Approve recommendation from Finance to suspend Task Order I from
EADS and hol.d submission of Pennvest Appl,ication for 90 days. Borough

Manager Jutie Brooks recommended a motion to move this discussion to
after executive session is hetd.

On a motion made by Scott Gutshall and seconded by lim Steele,

Council by unanimous vote approved to move e. after executive is held.

t. Approve recommendation from Finance to change insurance service
brokerwith no insurance change with Sel,ective pending review of terms.
Borough Manager Jutie Brooks stated that there woutd be no change in



our insurance with Selective just a broker change with more responsive

service. Manager Brooks stated that we did have Some areas in coverage

for the upcoming renewaI in Jul.y that need investigated further.

On a motion made byScott Gutshall and seconded by Lisa Knudson,

Council unanimously voted to approve the recommendation from
finance committee to change insurance brokers.

g. Approve recommendation from Finance to change accounts to PLIGIT or

other higher interest options. Acting Treasurer Jim Fossetman exptains

how PLIGIT works and stated that with the rates they have currentty, the

Borough coutd earn around $150,000 with our deposit accounts.

On a motion made by Bob Bartett and seconded by Larry"Heavy" Searer,

Council unanimously voted to approve the recommendation from
finance committee to change accounts to PLlGlT.

h. Approve recommendation from finance on pool, staff rates of $11.50 per

hour for concession stand, $t t .ZS per hour for returning concession

stand, $t t.ZS per hour for new Lifeguards, $12.50 per hour for returning
l,ifeguards and $15 per hour for the manager with a rate of $13 per hour for
any poot staff member fitting in for the manager. Councitman Scott

GutshaLt abstained from voting due to his son working at the pool'.

On a motion made by Bob Barlett and seconded by lake Flood, Council
members Lisa Knudson, Bob Barlett,lake Flood, Matt Moore and Jim

Steele voted to approve the recommendation from finance committee
with the poot staff rates. Heavy Searer opposed. Scott Gutshall
abstained his vote.

i. Appointing Agency Open Records Officer (RTK) Borough Manager Julie

Brooks.

On a motion made by Bob Barlett and seconded by Lisa Knudson,

Council unanimoustyvoted to approve Borough Manager lulie Brooks as

the Agency Open Records Officer.



j. Approval. of Facitity Use Street ctosure on5l3O/26for MC3 Church bl,ock

party cel,ebration of 40-year anniversary for the Shetter. Does not require

PennDot specia[ permit. Ctosing woutd be on Depot Street from the
raitroad tracks to the intersection of MontgomeryAve.

On a motion made by Lisa Knudson and seconded by Jim Steele, Council
unanimouslyvoted to approve the street closure for MC3 Church.

k. ApprovaL of Facitity Use Pony League Softbatt for $1 .00 rate reduction.

On a motion made by lim Steele and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council
voted by roil call to approve Pony League Softbalt for the rate of $1.

ROLL GALL

Lisa Knudson

Bob Bartett

Jake Ftood

Heavy Searer

Scott Gutshat[
Matt Moore

Jim Steete

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea

Approval. of Community Center Rental City Hook & Ladder Cash Bash

1116t26-1118/26. City Hook & Ladder is asking for fees to be waived or

reduced with the use of atcohol at the event.

On a motion made by Bob Barlett and seconded by Scott Gutshall,
Council unanimously voted to approve all fees to be waived for the City
Hook & Ladder Cash Bash from 11/6/26-11/8/26.

m. Approve recommendation from finance committee to hire a part-time

administrative staff member for $t 8 per hour.



On a motion made byScott Gutshall and seconded by Lisa Knudson,

Councilvoted by rotl callto approve the recommendation from finance
to hire part-time administrate staff member for $18 per hour.

ROLL CALL

Lisa Knudson

Bob Barl.ett

Jake Ftood

Heavy Searer

Scott Gutshal,[

Matt Moore

Jim Steete

Yea

Yea

Yea

Nay

Yea

Yea

Yea

n ApprovaL of Griffith and Robinson Sub-Division Ptans.

On a motion made by Jim Steele and seconded by Lisa Knudson, Council
unanimouslyvoted the approvat of both the Griffith and Robinson Sub-

Division Plans.

PUBLIC COMMENT (Non-Agenda ltems)

None

UNF!NISHED BUSINESS

a. paving List and tracking from streets committee. Borough Manager Brooks

stated we stil,l. need some more information on this item.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council. went into executive session at 5:16 PM to discuss Legat and Personnet.

Council, came out of executive session at 5:47 PM



On a motion made by Lisa Knudson and seconded by Scott Gutshall,
Councilvoted to hire 13 Lifeguards,3 Concession Staff. Council
members Lisa Knudson, Bob Barlett, Jake Flood, Matt Moore, Scott
Gutshall and tim Steele voted to approve of the motion. Heavy Searer

opposed.

On a motion made byScott Gutshall and seconded by Bob Barlelt,
Councit unanimouslyvoted the approvalto add tree removalproposals
to the Agenda.

Lisa Knudson [eft the meeting at 5:52PM

On a motion made byScott Gutshalland seconded bylim Steele,

Councit voted 3 to 2 for approval to add to the Agenda the suspension of
Task Order I from EADS.

AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL AGENDA

o. Tree Removal proposal.

On a motion made byScott Gutshall and seconded by lim Stee{e,

Council by rolt callvote, approved the lowest bid of $8,900 from Pro

Landscape.

ROLL CALL

Lisa Knudson

Bob Barl,ett

Jake Fl,ood

Heavy Searer

Scott Gutshal.l,

Matt Moore

Jim Steete

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea



On a motion made by Scott Gutshall and seconded by Jake Flood,
Council by rotl call voted to approved to suspe nd Task Order I for 90 days.

ROLL CALL

Yea

Yea

Yea

Yea

Nay

Yea

Meeting was adjourned by Matt Moore at 5:59 PM.

(Vice) President, Lewistown Borough CounciI

(Seat)

ATTEST:

(Asst.) Secretary

Bob Barlett
Jake Ftood

Heavy Searer

Scott Gutshal,l,

Matt Moore

Jim Steel,e


