
Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

July 7th, 2025 

LEWISTOWN MUNICIPAL BUILDING COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

The Council meeting opened at 4:30 PM with Borough Council President Matthew 
Moore presiding. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

Prayer  

Roll Call  

Matt Moore, Robert Barlett, Scott Gutshall, Lisa Knudson, Stephen Knudson, Jim Steele, 
and Larry “Heavy” Searer (4:51) were all present.  Mayor Deb Bargo was present.  

Recognition: Mrs. Knudson presented the Rec Park Swimming Pool Managers with a 
certificate thanking them for their hard work and commitment to the Swimming Pool this 
year.  These individuals have gone above and beyond in many ways and are a big part of 
why the pool was a success so far this year.  Mr. Fink presented each of them with their 
certificates. 

Executive Session was held from 4:33 to 5:15 for legal. 

Treasurers Report: Ms. Weiss presented to the council the treasurer's report.  The report 
provided an account overview of each account.  She shared where each account stood as 
of the June 30th mid-year mark.  She also shared with the council how the pool made out 
with their grand opening event that happened in May. 

Committee Work Session:  

1. Finance Discussion –  
a. Delinquency Report: Council was presented with an updated delinquency 

report through June 30th, 2025.  The delinquency report has shrunk 
tremendously from the beginning of the year.  We began the year in the 
neighborhood of $700K in delinquent bills, and we are right around $275 - 
$300K in terms of outstanding delinquent bills.  The goal is to erase that 
deficit even more by the end of the year.  We will continue to update the 
council as we progress. 

b. Digester Project Update: Mr. Fink shared that contractors were on sight to 
begin and core holes in the digester.  This is the first step prior to the lining of 
the digester that will be completed.  The coring will take place in July, the 
lining will take place in August and the General Contractor will be in the 



months of September/October to place the nozzle mixing system and place 
the roof on the Digester.  The plan is still to be online before the end of the 
year. 

c. Digester Finance Update: Mr. Fink shared the estimated remaining costs of 
the digester.  We will utilize the remaining funds from the county loan and 
then also from the WWTP capital to continue and fund this project. 

d. Police Car: Mr. Fink shared that his recommendation for the wrecked police 
car is to swap cars with the Codes Department, as their Explorer is a Police 
Utility Vehicle and it will save the Borough approximately $18-20K by giving 
that vehicle to the police and purchasing a new car for the Codes 
Department. 

e. Roll Off Containers: Mr. Fink shared that we currently have about 12 Roll Off 
Containers sitting at the warehouse that are not able to be on the road due to 
the rusting of the boxes.  Mr. Fink is working with various vendors to receive 3 
quotes to begin to replace these roll-off containers.  Mr. Fink shared that he 
will bring the quotes to the next meeting. 

2. Street/Parking Discussion –  
a. One Way Alley (Pennebaker/Shaw from Walnut) – Mr. Fink was asked to 

bring up about the possibility of making the alley way between 
Pennebaker/Shaw Avenue a 1-Way Alley due to sight distance concerns 
pulling out on to Walnut Street.  Council discussed briefly and said they 
would continue to look at that, but no action was taken. 

b. 206 S. Walnut St. Curb Cut – Resident who lives at 206 S. Walnut had 
submitted a letter to Borough Council requesting approval to have a curb cut 
put in for off-street parking.  They have talked with PENNDOT but needed 
Borough Council approval prior to PENNDOT approval.  Mr. Fink shared there 
is at least one other curb cut out on the street as this resident is requesting.  
Council did take action later in the meeting on this topice. 

c. Line Painting – Pennebaker / Shaw / Logan – A request for line painting was 
made on these streets to help with parking and to be as efficient as possible.  
Mr. Fink shared that his concerns are that with the way handicap signs are 
currently placed on these streets, it would be nearly impossible to get lines 
created equally to try and maximize all the street to get as many cars as 
possible.  If we were to line paint for parking spots, we would need to remove 
all handicaps and replace each of them based on how the spots would line 
up. 

3. Law & Ordinance Discussion – N/A 



Hearing of Person’s Present: Agenda Related Items:    

 

CONSENT AGENDA**  

The following are routine, procedural, and informational non-controversial items and 
do not appear to  require discussion or explanation prior to the Council’s action. These 
items will be acted upon by one  motion unless any member of Council desires to 
move an item to the Regular Agenda for further discussion.  

a. Approval of Minutes:  June 2nd (Council), June 16th (Council) 

b. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

c. Approval of Schedule of Bills 

d. Facilities Use Requests:   

i. Dream Center Opiod Event – Elizabeth Street 

e. Acknowledge receipt of Fame Meeting Minutes:   

f. Acknowledge receipt of Tax Collector’s Report:  

g. Acknowledge receipt of Department Reports:  

On a motion by Mr. Barlett and seconded by Mr. Steele, Council voted 7-0 to approve the 
consent agenda.   

 

Fire Chief Report:  Chief Douglas provided his monthly call report to the council. 

FAME EMS Chief Report: N/A 

Mayor Report: N/A 

Police Chief:  N/A 

Borough Solicitor:  Mr. Remy stated he had nothing to discuss.   

Borough Manager:  Mr. Fink updated council on the CCTV progress. 

 

 

 



New Business: Consideration of Approvals  

1. Recommend approval to enter into a 5 Year Agility Agreement with PENNDOT. 

On a motion by Heavy Searer and seconded by Mrs. Knudson, Council voted 7-0 to approve 
the Agility Agreement. 

2. Recommend approval to add approval on a curb cut to 206 S. Walnut Street. 

On a motion by Mr. Barlett and seconded by Mrs. Knudson, Council voted 7-0 to approve 
adding the approval of the curb cut to the agenda. 

3. Recommend approval for the curb cut at 206 S. Walnut Street. 

On a motion by Heavy Searer and seconded by Mr. Barlett, Council voted 7-0 to approve 
the curb cut at 206 S. Walnut Street.   

4. Recommend approval to add to the agenda to discuss Options 1, 2 and 3 regarding 
the Police Station Building. 

On a motion by Mr. Gutshall and seconded by Mrs. Knudson, Council voted 6-1 to approve 
adding the discussion of the 3 options to the agenda.   

5. Recommend approval to approve Option 2 for Police Station upgrades at the current 
location. 

On a motion by Mr. Gutshall and seconded by Mrs. Knudson, Council voted 5-2 to approve 
option 2 upgrades at the current Police Station Building.   

 

Public Comment: Non-Agenda Items  - NONE 

 

Unfinished Business: NONE 

 

Council Ended 6:21 PM  

      ___________________________________________ 

(Vice) President, Lewistown Borough Council  

(Seal)  

ATTEST: _____________________________________   (Asst.) Borough Secretary 


